A STUDY O>
RECENT EARTHQUAl

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTION.

I PROPOSE in this book to describe a few of the
more important earthquakes that have occurred
during the last half century. In judging of import-
ance, the standard which I have adopted is not that
of intensity only, but rather of the scientific value of
the results that have been achieved by the study of
the shocks. Even with this reservation, the number
of earthquakes that might be included is considerable;
and I have therefore selected those which seem to
illustrate best the different methods of investigation
employed by seismologists, or which are of special
interest owing to the unusual character of their
phenomena or to the light cast by them on the
nature and origin of earthquake-? in general.
V Thus, the Neapolitan earthquake possesses interest
from a historical point of view; it is the first earth-
quake in the study of which modern scientific
methods were employed. The Ischian earthquakes
are described as examples of those connected with

I